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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) received April 
27,2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 6-8, and 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fujita (US 2002/0172109). As per claim 1, Fujita shows in figure 2 an optical pickup device 
including an objective lens 103 for condensing a light beam on an optical disk; and a lens 
holding body 102a for holding the objective lens 103. Figure 2 of Fujita also shows a support 
body 104 for supporting the lens holding body 102a to allow the lens holding body 102a to move 
in at least one of a focusing direction and a tracking direction of the objective lens 103. 
Additionally shown in figure 2 is an optical base 101 capable of moving in a radial direction of 
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the optical disk and which holds the support body 104 so as to allow the support body 104 to 
rotate around a rotation axis perpendicular to the focusing direction and the tracking direction. 

As per claim 2, Fujita shows in figure 2 the support body 104 rotatably supported by at 
least two support points on an upper surface of the optical base 101 on an optical disk side. As 
per claim 4. Fujita show in figure 2 the objective lens 103 is arranged on the rotation axis 
connecting the support points or in the vicinity of the rotation axis. As per claim 6, Fujita shows 
in figures 2 and 5 the lens holding body 102a has a coil 107q firmly attached thereto for moving 
the objective lens 103 in at least one of the focusing direction and the tracking direction, and 
wherein the support body 104 has a magnet 108b fixed thereto for applying a magnetic field to 
the coil 107a. 

As per claim 7, figures 2 and 5 of Fujita show the support body 104 is composed of a 
support member for supporting the lens holding body 102a so as to allow the lens holding body 
102a to move in at least one of the focusing direction and the tracking direction of the objective 
lens 103; and a base member fixedly supporting the support member and the magnet. As per 
claim 8, figures 2 and 5 of Fujita show at least a part of the base is constituted of a yoke forming 
a magnetic circuit together with the magnet. 

As per claim 14. Fujita shows in figures 2 and 5 at least one of the support points allows 
height adjustment in an optical axis direction of the objective lens 103. As per claim 15, Fujita 
discloses an optical disk recording-reproducing apparatus equipped with an optical pickup 
device. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 3 and 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fujita 
(US 2002//0172109) in view of JP 08-249695. Fujita discloses the claimed invention. See 
description, supra. 

However, Fujita is silent as to a lens holding body situated inside an optical base and a 
motor and a drive member which is in contact with the support body and which converts a torque 
of the motor to a driving force for vertically moving a part of the support body. 

JP 08-249695 shows in figures 1 and 3 a lens holding body situated inside an optical 
base; and a motor and a drive member which is in contact with the support body and which 
converts a torque of the motor to a driving force for vertically moving a part of the support body. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the lens holding body of Fujita inside an optical base as taught by 
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JP 08-249695. The rationale is as follows: one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made would have been motivated to provide a lens holding body inside an optical 
base to further protect the lens holding body. 

It also would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the device of Fujita with a motor and a drive member which is in 
contact with the support body and which converts a torque of the motor to a driving force for 
vertically moving a part of the support body as taught by JP 08-249695. The rationale is as 
follows: one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to provide a device with a motor and a drive member which is in contact with the 
support body and which converts a torque of the motor to a driving force for vertically moving a 
part of the support body because it "Offers mechanism with simple composition which simply 
performs quick tilt coordination within small space", and "Provides mechanism which efficiently 
obtains size reduction." See the abstract of JP 08-249695. 

7. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fujita (US 
2002//0172109). Fujita discloses the claimed invention. See description, supra. 

However, Fujita is silent as to a mirror and a cartridge housing the optical disk. 

Official notice is taken of the fact that mirrors and cartridges in optical devices are 
notoriously old and well known in the optical art. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a mirror in the optical device of Fujita as taught in the art. The 
rationale is as follows: one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would 
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have been motivated to provide a mirror in an optical device to effectively direct and focus the 
light to the optical disk. 

It also would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the device of Fujita with a cartridge as taught in the art. The 
rationale is as follows: one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would 
have been motivated to provide a device with a cartridge to protect the optical disk while 
recording and/or reproducing information to and/or from the disk. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David D. Davis whose telephone number is 571-272-7572. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday between 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dwayne D. Bost can be reached on 571-272-7023. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1006. 
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Primary Examiner 
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